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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 REYKJA 00560 260950Z 
ACTION DLOS-09 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 10-14 ISO-00 ACDA-12 AGRE-00 AID-05 
CEA-OI CEQ-OI CG-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 
DOTE-00 EB-08 EPA-04 SOE-02 DOE-15 FMC-02 TRSE-00 
H-02 INR-10 INT-05 JUSE-00 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
NSE-02 OES-07 OMB-01 PA-02 PM-05 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-20 /165 W 

056452 261046Z/10 

R 260856Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
TO USMISSION GENEVA 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 8340 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS REYKJAVIK 0560 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLOS, IC 

SUBJECT: ICELANDIC PRESS COVERAGE OE LOS 

REE: STATE 070173 

1. ICELANDIC PRESS APRIL 22-23 HAD ARTICLES BASED 
ON INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR ANDERSEN WHO SAID THAT 
MAIN ROLE OE GOI DELEGATION IS TO INSURE THAT 
SO-CALLED QTE ICELANDIC PROVISION UNQTE IS NOT DROPPED 
FROM LOST TEXT. THIS PROVISION, HE EXPLAINED, HELD THAT 
COUNTRIES THAT DO NOT HAVE COASTAL AREAS OF THEIR 
OWN WHOULD NOT GAIN ACCESS TO ECONOMIC JURISDICTION 
OF OTHER COUNTRIES WHOSE OWN ECONOMIES ARE BASED ON 
FISHERIES. ANDERSEN NOTED THAT NORWAY IS NOW SEEKING 
TO CHANGE THIS PROVISION SO THAT NOT ONLY COUNTRIES BUT 
AREAS OE COUNTRIES THAT ARE FISHERIES-DEPENDENT (SUCH AS 
NORTHERN NORWAY) WOULD ALSO BE PROTECTED. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 REYKJA 00560 260950Z 

ACCORDING TO REPORTS, COASTAL STATES HAVE REACTED 
POSITIVELY TO PROPOSAL BUT IT MAY HAVE TO BE DROPPED 
IF WORDING CANNOT BE AGREED UPON. ANDERSEN NOTED 
IN ARTICLES THAT CONEERENCE BEGAN SLOWLY BUT 
NOW THAT MEETINGS ARE TAKING PLACE IN ALL 
COMMITTEES, COURSE OF CONFERENCE WILL BECOME 
CLEARER SOON. 
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2. THERE HAS OTHERWISE BEEN RELATIVELY LITTLE 
PRESS COVERAGE OF SEVENTH SESSION OF LOS CONFERENCE. 

IN APRIL 6 ARTICLE, PROFESSOR GUNNAR SCHRAM, MEMBER OF 
ICELANDIC DELEGATION, GAVE BACKGROUND ACCOUNT OF 
LOS, STATUS OF VARIOUS ISSUES, AND PRINCIPAL MATTERS THAT 
CONFERENCE WOULD BE DEALING WITH: 

EXPLOITATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES OUTSIDE 200-MILE 
LIMITS, RIGHTS OF ONE COUNTRY WITHIN ANOTHER'S ECEONOMIC 
ZONE, LIMITATIONS OF CONTINENTAL SHELF, FREEDOM 
OF NAVIGATION, POLLUTION OF SEAS, AND FREEDOM OF 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH. APRIL 9 ARTICLE BE EDITOR OF 
TIMINN ALSO DISCUSSED STATUS OF LOS CONFERENCE 
EMPHASIZING NEED TO GUARD ICELANDIC INTERESTS AT 
GENEVA. ONLY OTHER PRESS COVERAGE WAS REPRINTING OF 
TEXT OF MFA RELEASE ON ANDERSEN'S REMARKS AT OPENING 
OF CONFERENCE. 

BLAKE 
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